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ABATH 

IBIELD OF INVENTION 
5 • The invention comprises an ixxiproved 

BACkcSlOUND OF THE INVENTION 

A standard bafh is filled mih generally wann water, fit)m taps or a mixer and ^ut, and 
10 is used for bathing. 

A spa bath typically incoiporates an intake and a numbar of spa Jets positioned in the 
bath side walls, and piping around the exterior of the bath , through which water is . 
circulated from an ititake to the Jets in the side walls of the bath by one or more punipSt 
IS A spa bath provides the bathes) with a more iuKuriant bathing experaence. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved or at least alternative form of 
20 baA, which farther adds to the bathing experience. 

In broad terms ixi one aspect ttie invention comprises a bath including a wat«- outlet or 
outlets arranged to in use direct a flow of water onto the vpper body of a person or 
persons sitting in the bath and leaning back against a wall or walls of the bath, and a 
25 pump and water recirculation system arranged to recirculate a flow of water from the 
bath through said upper body water outlets onto the shoulders of a bather or bathers in 
the bath. 

In broad teancns In another aspect the invention comprises a bath including an end wall 
30 section wfaidh is approximately convedy curved over at least a part of the hei^t of the 
wall section and which includes a water outlet on one side of Ihe wall section and 
another water outlet on another side of the waU section, both of wfaii^ water outlets are 
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arranged to in use direct a flow of water onto the shoulders and/or a&dc of a person 
sitting in the bath leaning against the curved wall section of the bath. 

In broad trans in anoth^ aspect the invention comprides a bafh including an end wall 
5 section and upper body water outlets an:an|ged to direct a flow of wat^ from behind 
onto the should^ and/or neck of a bather sitting in the batihi leaning against the curved 
wall section of the bath, said iipper body water outlet(s) conq>rising two spaced upper 
body water outtets one positioned to direct a water flow onto tiiie left-side of a ba^er 
and the other positioned to direct a water flow at the same t^perature onto the ri^t* 
10 fflde upper body of the bather, said left and rig^t side upper body water outlet fittings 
being pivotally nxounted enabling a bather sltflixg in the bath to adjust the direction of 
the water flow from the fittings onto the bathers upper body, each fitting having a 
hollow interior and a hollow mounting neck by which the fitting is pivotally mounted in 
an aperture in the top of the bath wall or in a rim around the top of tiie bath wall. 

15 

In the bath of the invention^ water outlets ere provided which are positioned to direct a 
flow of water, typically warm batfi water recirculated by a pump, onto die shoulders of a 
bathcfT or bathers in the bath. It is generally envisaged diat two spaced wata- outlets will 
be provided in some form, one positioned so that in use it will direct a wat^ flow onto 

20 the left-side upper body of the bather and die other positioned so that it will direct a 
water flow onto the right-side upper body of Ae battier. However in an alternative form 
a single water outlet may for example be arranged to direct a wide flow of wat^- across 
the necik and shoulders region of a bather, from bdiind. Instead of being recirculated 
warm bath water, ftio water flow may be fresh ie non-recirculated water, which is 

25 preferably wanned by a water heater, 

A standard (single person) baft may include upper body water outlets at one end of the 
bath only. A bath designed to accommodate two persons sitting in the bath against 
opposite ends of the bath may incorporate upper body water outlets at both ends of the 
30 badi. A bafh designed to accommodate two persons sitting side by side may incorporate 
side by side upper body water outlets arranged to direct water onto the v^per body of 
both bathers. A spa bath or pool designed to acconnnodate up to three or more p^ons 
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may mcotpomte upper body water outlets in accordance with the invention at a number 
of seating positions around the balh or pool. In this spedfioation the term "^ath'^ ia 
intended to also include spa baths and spa pools, Including and also Icnown as spas, 
whirlpools, and Jacuzzis. 

5 

Typically the upper body water outlets will be positioned in a junction portion of the 
bath wbidi joins a wall section of the bath which defines the bath cavity, witib a 
surrounding rim section around the bath cavity. Where two spaced upper body water 
outlets axe provided to direct water flows on to the left and right-sides of a ba&er or 

10 bathers, typically the junction portion between the bath wall section and surroimdixie 
xim section will between the vpp^ body water outlets be a smooth joining portion 
shaped so diat it is comfortable for the neck or head of a bather to rest against. 
Alternatively or additionally the bath may incozporate a pillow formed of a 
compr^ble material such as synfii^o foam which is positioned between the upper 

15 body water outlets to give added comfort to a haiker. In a furth^ form of the invention . 
the vippet body wat^ outlets may be integral with such a pillow as will be further 
described In another form of the invmtion the iqxper body water outlets may be 
positioned on the g^^ally horizontal lim section around the bafli cavity or in recesses, 
in such a rim section. The outiets maybe axranged to direct an arching and preferably 

20 laminar flow of water onto the upper body or bodies of a bather or bathm. 

BRIEF DESGRIFTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is ftjrther illustrated by the following descdption of embodiments of 
25 bati^ of the invention, wMch are described by way of example and without intendiD^g to 
be limiting. In the drawings: 

Figure 1 is a view from above showing one form bath of fixe invention, with a useor 
theieiny 

30 

Figure 2 is a view from above one end of the bath of Figure 1 when empty. 
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Figores 3 A and 3B are close up views of the upp^ body water outlets of the bath of 
. Figoiie 1 positioned on either side of a neck pillow, 

Figure 4 is a view from above of one of the pivotable Mpp&c body water outlets of the 
5 bathofFiguresl to3, 

Figure 5 is a view of tiie upper body water outlet of Figure 4 from one ^d. 

Figure 6 is a cross-section view of the upper body water outlet of Figure 4 along line A- 
10 A of Figure 3« 

Figure 7 shows anpfher fonn of bath of the invention in which upper body water outlets 
are integral with a neck-pillow, 

15 Figure 8 shows a bath of the invention with upper body water outlets mounted in a 
sutrounding rim section of the bc^th. 

Figure 9 shows a bath in whicdi a single fitting around a curved end wall of a bath 
provides upper body water outlets which direct a wide flow of water onto the shoulders 
20 and neck of a bather, and 

Figure 10 shows a bafli of the invention similar to that of Figure 9 in which a single 
fitttxng around a curved end wall of a bath provides upper body water outlets and also 
supports a neck pillow 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED FORMS 

Referring to Figures 1 to 3, the bath shown therein is a spa bath and incorporates a 
suction inlet from which water is drawn and a number of spa outlets or jets from which 
30 water is pumped back into the bath. The bath has one or more wall sections 1 which arc 
shaped so as to be comfortable for bathers sitting in the bath and leaning back against 
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fhe wall of the bafh. The batti may Inclade water outlets 2 ia the curved wall sections I 
as shown in Figure 2 which direct water against fhe back of the bather. 

At the top of wall sections 1 is optionally provided a pillow 3 which i$ moulded from a 
5 synth^c foam material, and on either side of the pillow are mounted left and right 
vspper body water fittings 4 induding outlets 5, which are also connected to the spa 
pump or pumps so that they will in use direct a flow of water onto the upp^ body of a 
bather sitting in the bath, on both the left and li^t sides as shown in Figure h 
Preferably ttie fittings 4 provide water outlets 5 which sre elongate in shape as shown so 
10 that file flow of water &om each oudet 5 is wider than it is deqp, or laminar, so that 
when the water flows impact flie shoulder and/or nedc regions of a bather they will 
cover and warm as mudi of the batfam upp^ body ^osed above the water in the bath, 
as possible. Alternatively however flie outlets S may comprise a number of smaller 
dongate or circular outlets for example. 



15 



20 



In the bath shown in Figures 1 to 3 the upper body water fittings 4 can pivot in the 
direction, of aixows P and/or Q (if both, then through an approximate quadrant arc) as 
shown in Figures 3 A and 3B, which enables a bath^ sitting in the bath to perfect the 
aim of the water flow onto the bathers upper body. 



Figures 4 to 6 show a single fittiug 4. The fitting which has a hollow interior also has a 
hollow mounting neck 6 which is in turn earned in a tubular collar 7 fixed in an aperture 
in the bath wall, so that a user can pivot the fitting 4 by pushing or pulling the top of the 
fitting, causing flie fitting to rotate in the tubular collar 7. A pipe (not shown) &om the 
25 . water pump of fhe bath or altecmatively a separate pump, connects to the lower end 8 of 
the tubular collar 7 and O-rings at 9 and 10 seal between the mounting neck 6 and tiie 
tubular collar 7. 

In an alternative form upper body water outlet fittings similar to those shown in Figures 
30 1-6 may be fixed rather than having the ability to be pivoted by a bather as desOTbed. 
Such fixed fittings may be fi^rmed separately from the bath wall or alternatively may be 
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formed as integral shaped moulded portions of the bath wall and/or rim section around 
Ifae top of the bath wall. 

Figure 7 $how$ anoffa^ form of bath of the invention in which nedc-shonider water 
S outlets S are integral widi a neck-pillow 3. The neck pillow may be of any desired 
shape. Apertures fhrough a removable moulded foam pillow may align with water 
outlets through the wall or horizontal rim of the bath. Optionally the neck pillow 
including the water outlet apertures S may be covered with an open weave material such 
as a LYCRA™ material which will at least partially conceal the water ouflets 5 without 

10 sigttificairtly intcntupting the water flow in use. In another form pivotable neck- 
shoulder water outlets S as in the bath of Figures 1 to 3 may comprise flexible wings or 
ears of a pillow by being over-tnoulded with moulded foam material from whidi the 
pillow 3 is formed. Alternatively the pivotable neck-shoulder water outlets 5 as in 
Figures 1 to 3 may be non-integral wifli the pillow 3 ie separate components, but still be 

15 over-moulded or covered with a softer synthetic material 

Figure 8 shows a bath of the invention with neok-shoulder water outlets 5 mounted in an 
upper rim section of the bath, The outlets 5 arc again positioned so that they will in use 
direct a flow of water on to the upper body of person sitting in a bath leaning against the 
20 . curved wall section 1 of the bath. 

Figure 9 shows a bath of the invention in which a single tubular fitting 7 around curved 
end wall 1 of the bath provides neck-water outlets 5 as shown. The tubular fitting may 
be a chromed fitting for example. It may be mounted to the upper rim section of the 
25 bath by short upright tubes 8 throng which water is supplied to the interior of the tube 
7. Tho outlets 5 in the tube 7 may comprise a series of slot outlets around 
proximately the fall length of the tube 7, or slot outlets on either side only, or the 
outlets may be formed as a series of non-slot shaped apertures, 

30 Figure 10 shows a bath similar to that of Figure 9 in which a similar curved fitting 
around the upper rim section of the bath also supports a moulded foam pillow 3, and 
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provides neok-shoulder water outlets 5 wlucli direct a laminar flow of wat^ onto the 
' shoulder re^oiis and also neck of a bather. 

The foregoing descdbes the invention including a inrefexied forms tibiereof. Alterations 
and modifications as will be obvious to those stalled in the art are intended to be 
incoiporated in the scope hereof 
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